
History of the Property 

Timeline 

Native Americans 

 

People have lived in this area for over 12,000 years, and archaeology can tell us about their lives. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Colonial and Post-Colonial Period 

Europeans began to settle along the Patuxent River in the late 1630s.  During the Colonial and Post-Colonial Periods, the JPPM property 

changed hands several times and was a part of several milestones in local history, including serving as a meeting place of the Maryland General 

Assembly. 

c. 7500 BC 
Oldest archaeological 
evidence for humans 

at JPPM 

c. 1070 AD 
Large, shallow pits being 
used by Indians to cook 
oysters at the Smith site 

1608 AD 
Patuxent Indians  

encounter Capt. John 
Smith sailing upriver  

beyond the JPPM property 

 1658 AD 
The Maryland  

General Assembly 
meets at St. Leonard 

c. 1690 AD 
Richard Smith Jr. 

inherits St. Leonard and 
builds a house at the 

King’s Reach site 

c. 200 AD 
Indians living at the 
oldest carbon-dated 
archaeological site  

at JPPM, the  
Patterson I site 

c. 1460 AD 
Indians are growing 
corn at the Stearns 

village site 

c. 1650 AD 
Gov. William Stone 

establishes “St.  
Leonard,” the farm 
that later becomes 
the JPPM property 

1663 AD 
Richard Smith Sr. 

purchases St. Leonard 
and moves his  

family here 

1834 AD 
Capt. John Peterson 

purchases St. Leonard 

c. 1870 AD 
Jane Dawkins Johnson 

moves to the house 
known as Sukeek’s Cabin 

1983 AD 
Mary Marvin Patterson 
donates Point Farm to 

Maryland to establish JPPM 

1814 AD 
The Battle of St. Leonard 
Creek, Maryland’s largest 

naval battle, fought off the 
shores of JPPM 

1864 AD 
William Coates and William 

Jones, enslaved African-
Americans on the Peterson 

farm, enlist in the Union army. 

1932 AD 
Jefferson Patterson  

purchases the property 
he names Point Farm 
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