County Archaeology Collections Exhibit (CACE)

Project Grant Funded by Preserve America

On September 27, 2010, The Maryland Archaeological Conservation (MAC) Lab at Jefferson Patterson Park and
Museum (JPPM) and the Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) received a $27,623 grant from the Department of
Interior, National Park Service (NPS) through the Preserve America grant program, for a project entitled the
County Archaeology Collections Exhibit (CACE) Project. The CACE project will create two public exhibitions,
scheduled to open in 2011, that will bring archaeological objects held at the MAC Lab back home to their “County”
of origin. Project partners include the St. Mary’s County Public Libraries and the Washington County Historical
Society.

As part of this project, objects excavated in St. Mary’s and Washington Counties will be brought out of storage at
the MAC Lab into public view along with interpretive materials and programs that will aid the public in
understanding the rich messages of archaeological materials. In some instances, this will be the first time that the
public will have an opportunity to see and understand this archaeological evidence.

“These exhibits provide us with a wonderful opportunity to showcase some of the state’s most important
archaeological sites,” stated Patricia Samford, Director of the MAC Lab. “The lab holds more than eight million
objects in trust for the citizens of Maryland. Here is an instance where the Lab, the Trust and county
representatives are working together to assist the public in appreciating the importance of these historical
resources.”

The first of the two CACE exhibits opened at the St. Mary’s County’s Lexington Park Library in February 2011, with
the Washington County exhibit opening later in the year as a key element of the Washington County Historical
Society’s centennial celebration. Public programs will be created around these exhibitions with the assistance of
the MAC Lab staff and representatives of the Archeological Society of Maryland and the Council for Maryland
Archaeology.

St. Mary’s County’s Lexington Park Library Exhibit.






People have lived in Maryland and St. Mary’s
County for thousands of years. One way to
learn about the people who used to live here
is by studying the objects they left behind...

Museums and other institutions care for and
Labeled store archaeological artifacts so they will be
available for future generations to study and see
them in exhibits like this one. In Maryland, the
primary repository for archaeological artifacts is
the Maryland Archaeological Conservation
Laboratory (MAC Lab) at Jefferson Patterson
Park and Museum in St. Leonard. All the
artifacts on display in this exhibit are from the
MAC Lab collections. Interested in seeing more
artifacts? The MAC Lab encourages the public
to schedule a tour of the facility and collections.
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Pottery and oyster shells in an 18th-century trash pit.




We can learn a lot about life in St. Mary’s County from
archaeological sites and artifacts. Explore the sites, artifacts,
and stories described here by opening the drawers below...

otterley Ilantation. ocal Legend: rract or riction!

Notley Hall

Just like in a game of “telephone,” stories handed
down through generations can sometimes become
distorted. Archaeology can help cut through the
noise, revealing the truth within a legend. Explore

drawer #2 and discover how this yellow brick, a

collection of 18th-century artifacts, and a house

foundation helped separate fact from fiction at
19th-century English pottery colonial Notley Hall.
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